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ber the ballad " TJIalume," having been rejected by the t( Union Magazine,'J was published in the " ^Oiig^' and reprinted by Willis in accordance witli tlie following request from Poe, which may serve aa aa example of several sucli letters: —-
FOUDHAM, Dec. 8.
BJlY DEAR Ma. "Wii/Lis, — Many thanks for tke kind expressions in your note of three or four weeks ago.
I send you an "American Review" — the number just issued —• in which is a ballad by myself, but published anonymously. It is called ""Olalume"— the page is turned down. I do not care to be known aa its autlior just now} but I would take it as a great favor if you would copy it in the H, J., with a word of inquiry as to who wrote it:—provided always that you think the poem worth the room it would occupy in your paper — a. matter nhout which I am by no .means sure.
Always youra gratefully,            EDOAB A. PoE.1
Willis prefaced his reprint with the desired inquiry as to the authorship of " Ulaliune," and described it, in words that may not have seemed to Poe indicative of sympathetic insight, as an " exquisitely piquant and skillful exercise of rarity and nicenesa of language," and "a curiosity in phil-ologic flavor." Since tbia extraordinarily inane chax'acterization, the best opinion has differed widely in regard to this ballad, and still most men of poetic sensibility woidcl say no more in its favor than did Willis, It is built out o£ the refrain, the i POB to Willie. MS.
